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JOINT  COMMISSION 

APPOINTED  TO  ARRANGE  FOR  A 

WORLD  CONFERENCE 

ON 

FAITH  AND  ORDER 

Iva  tt&vtcs  tv  &<ri,  KadCos  <rb,  irdrepy  iv  ijaol  Kayti)  iv  <ro[ , 
iva  Kal  auTot  iv  rj/uv  tv  <2c Ttv,  iva  6 k6<t/uios  irurTebari  6tl 
<rt  jie  airiffTeiXas. 

Ut  omnes  unum  sint,  sicut  tu  Pater  in  me,  et  ego  in  te,  ut 
et  ipsi  in  nobis  unum  sint,  ut  credat  mundus,  quia  tu  me 
misisti. 

That  they  all  may  be  one ; as  thou.  Father , art  in  me , and  I 
in  thee , that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us  ,•  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me. 


Jt 

PRAYER  AND  UNITY 

BY  A LAYMAN 

[Reprinted  November  5, 1913] 
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/IT  the  General  Convention  of  the 
ii  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America  in  1910,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted: 

WHEREAS,  There  is  to-day  among  all 
Christian  people  a growing  desire  for  the 
fulfilment  of  our  Lord’s  prayer  that  all  His  disci- 
ples may  be  one ; that  the  world  may  believe  that 
God  has  sent  Him : Resolved, 

That  a Joint  Commission  be  appointed  to  bring 
about  a Conference  for  the  consideration  of  ques- 
tions touching  Faith  and  Order,  and  that  all  Chris- 
tian Communions  throughout  the  world  which 
confess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour 
be  asked  to  unite  with  us  in  arranging  for  and  con- 
ducting such  a Conference.  The  Commission  shall 
consist  of  seven  Bishops,  appointed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  seven  Presbyters 
and  seven  Laymen,  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  House  of  Deputies,  and  shall  have  power  to 
add  to  its  number  and  to  fill  any  vacancies  occur- 
ring before  the  next  General  Convention. 

If 

Copies  of  this  leaflet  may  he  had  free  on  application  to 
the  Secretary , Robert  H.  Gardiner , Gardiner , Maine , 
U.S.A. , ‘who  will  also  enter  on  the  mailing  list  those 
who  signify  to  him , with  their  posi-oflice  addresses , a 
desire  to  receive  the  publications  which  the  Commission 
experts  to  issue  from  time  to  time . 

If 

Contributions  for  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  and 
the  Conference  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer , George 
Zabriskie,  49  IV all  Street , New  York,  U.S.A . 


PRAYER  AND  UNITY 


[This  paper  is  deemed  worthy  of  publication  by  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  on  a World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order , which , however,  does 
not  hold  itself  responsible  for  any  statement  or  opinion 
therein  expressed .] 

IN  the  last  few  years  we  have  seen  an 
increasing  desire,  by  Christians  of 
every  name  and  under  all  sorts  of  con- 
ditions throughout  the  world,  for  that 
unity  which  shall  bring  the  world  to 
Christ.  The  missionary  recognizes  that 
those  nations  which  have  not  known 
Christ  will  not  be  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  one  Lord  by  a divided 
Christendom.  We  at  home  see  that 
thousands  of  men  are  holding  them- 
selves aloof,  and  so  living  pra&ically 
without  God  in  the  world,  because,  by 
reason  of  the  confusion  of  tongues  and 
the  distorted  emphasis  which  conten- 
tion brings,  the  churches  fail  to  unite 
in  the  clear  and  convincing  witness 
of  the  one  Church  to  the  one  Faith  in 
the  one  Lord.  We  are  more  and  more 
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impressed  by  the  spiritual  and  material 
waste  and  inefficiency  of  religious  com- 
petition, and,  best  of  all,  we  are  begin- 
ning to  see  that  each  separate  body  of 
Christians  must  assume  its  own  full 
share  of  the  responsibility  for  existing 
divisions.  Yet  with  all  that  is  encour- 
aging,  we  must  recognize  that  we  have 
not  yet  reached  the  essence  of  the 
problem,  nor  have  we  brought  our- 
selves to  the  only  means  of  solving  it 
which  will  be  efficient,  so  long  as  we 
are  still  convinced  that  our  own  minds 
and  wills  are  capable  of  overcoming  all 
the  hindrances  to  unity,  and  that  we, 
by  ourselves,  can  foresee  the  precise 
form  which  that  unity  must  take. 

“We  agree  in  believing  profoundly 
that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  meant  us 
to  be  one  in  visible  fellowship ; we  feel 
profoundly  the  paralyzing  effect  upon 
the  moral  forces  of  Christianity  which 
our  divisions  inevitably  produce;  and 
we  recognize  with  the  fullest  convic- 
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tion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians, 
who  desire  in  this  respect  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  Divine  purpose,  to  give 
themselves  to  penitence  and  prayer- — 
to  penitence  because  we  have  all,  in 
various  ways,  as  bodies  and  as  individ- 
uals, contributed  to  produce  and  per- 
petuate differences;  and  to  prayer  be- 
cause what  we  all  alike  need  is  that  God 
should  open  our  minds  and  hearts  to 
receive  without  prejudice  the  gradual 
revelation  of  His  will  as  to  the  ways  by 
which  we  are  to  be  drawn  together.”* 
If  we  are  to  make  any  advance,  we 
must  search  our  consciences  for  our 
faults  of  pride  and  self-sufficiency,  and 
then  in  all  humility  seek  to  compre- 
hend what  unity  is.  “This  open  confes- 
sion of  mutual  guilt  will  be  followed 
by  the  festival  of  reconciliation. ”f  We 
must  strive  with  all  our  might  to  re- 

* Letter  by  most  of  the  heads  of  Religious  Bodies  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland , printed  in  the  London  Times , April 
28,  1906,  and  appended  hereto . 

f Moehler:  Symbolism , chapter  v,  § xxxvii,  ad  fin . 
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cover  the  true  meaningwhich  in  primi- 
tive days  made  theological  terms  sym- 
bols and  revelations  of  the  life  of  God 
incarnate  in  humanity,  so  that  never 
again  shall  we  use  them  as  the  shib- 
boleths of  partisan  warfare.  Instead  of 
proclaiming  anathema  on  all  who  do 
not  accept  our  declaration  of  the  mind 
of  Christ,  we  must  seek,  on  our  knees, 
to  acknowledge  our  limitations,  to 
empty  our  minds  of  past  sectarian  con- 
troversies, of  pride  and  arrogance  and 
self-sufficiency,  and  to  fill  our  hearts 
with  Christ’s  love  for  all  men,  so  that, 
becoming  as  little  children,  living  in 
Him  and  in  His  love,  we  may  grow 
in  some  measure  fit  to  enter  into  and 
comprehend  His  mind. 

Studying,  no  longer  in  the  pride  of 
intellect,  whether  it  be  that  of  the  great 
scholar  who  has  mastered  all  the  at- 
tempts to  delimit  the  infinite  plans  and 
methods  of  the  Creator,  or  of  the  un- 
learned man  who  fancies  that  his  igno- 
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ranee  can  discover  truths  hidden  from 
the  Saints  and  teachers  of  the  Church, 
but  reading  on  our  knees  the  record, 
written  and  preserved  by  the  Church, 
of  the  Life  of  God  Incarnate  among 
men,  and  wrestling  with  God  in  prayer 
till  we  have  surrendered  our  wills  to 
Him,*  we  shall  seek  for  the  unity 
which  He  wills.  Then  we  shall  see  how 
practical  and howlife-givingis  St.  Paul’s 
conception  of  the  Church  as  the  Body 
of  which  Christ  is  the  Head  and  we  the 
members,  filled  with  Him  the  Life,  en- 
lightened by  Him  the  Truth,  and  made 
ready,  by  the  sacrifice  of  our  own  wills 
to  His,  to  follow  Him  the  Way. 

If  we  can  persuade  ourselves  to  that 
prayer  which  shall  eradicate  our  self- 
will,  we  may  begin  to  see  something  of 
the  meaning  of  our  Lord’s  prayer  that 
the  unity  of  His  disciples  might  be  as 
and  in  the  unity  of  the  Blessed  Trin- 
ity. Such  prayer  will  burn  out  of  us  the 

* Hall : The  Christian  Do  Brine  of  Prayer , page  24* 
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conceit  that  we  can,  of  ourselves,  do 
things  which  shall  bring  unity  to  pass. 
We  shall  see  how  futile  are  all  our  ef- 
forts, by  ourselves  and  without  God’s 
grace,  to  be  practical  and  efficient. 
Then  we  shall  learn  that  “God  will 
have  us  [in  prayer]  by  entering  into, 
move  and  wield  the  almightiness  of 
His  will.”* “It  is  only  when  our  will 
is  surrendered  to  God’s  that  He  is  able 
to  work  in  us  and  through  us.”t  We 
shall  see  that  the  only  path  for  us  to 
unity  in  the  Father  through  the  Son 
is  that  which  leads  us,  by  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  into  the  presence 
of  God,  there  to  dwell  continually  in 
communion  with  Him.  For  “fellow- 
ship with  God  involves  fellowship  with 
man.  The  energy  of  Christian  life  is 
from  the  first  social.” | “Prayer  is  the 
ad:  in  which  the  members  in  the  Body 

* Moberly ; Christ  our  Life , page  1 60. 
f Hall : 'The  Christian  Do  Brine  of  Prayer,  page  25. 

X Westcott : Commentary  on  I John  v,  1 6. 
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of  Christ  understand  and  rejoice  in 
their  true  relation  to  each  other.  In 
prayer  they  are  most  social;  and  we 
may  look  for  a deliverance  from  many 
of  our  difficulties  when  the  character  of 
the  relationship  between  member  and 
member  is  determined  by  such  a fel- 
lowship ; if  the  social  tone  is  set  in  this 
way,  all  must  be  well.”* 

And  our  prayer  must  be  no  light  or 
merely  occasional  exercise.  For  Jesus 
Christ,  both  God  and  man,  one  with 
the  Father  in  a unity  which  we  cannot 
yet  begin  to  comprehend,  yet  dwelt 
continually  in  prayer  that  He  might 
preserve  that  unity.  And  we  may  begin 
to  see  that  for  us,  as  for  Him,  that 
unity  lies  in  the  complete  subordina- 
tion of  man’s  will  to  the  Father’s.  So 
perhaps  we  may  comprehend  that  in 
our  desire  for  that  unity,  which  ought  to 
be  the  compelling  motive  of  our  lives, 
we  must  take  to  ourselves,  as  part  of 

* From  The  British  Congregationalist . 
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our  very  life,  Christ’s  final  and  com- 
plete submission  in  the  supreme  agony 
of  Gethsemane — “nevertheless,  not 
as  I will,  but  as  Thou  wilt.”  When  we 
all  make  that  surrender,  but  not  till 
then,  we  can  say,  “ I can  do  all  things 

through  Christ  which  strengtheneth 
)) 

me. 

Then  we  shall  see  that  prayer  is  first 
the  approach  to  God  by  the  lifting  up 
and  surrender  of  the  human  will  to 
His  Will.  But  it  is  more.  It  is  the 
dwelling  in  Him  in  the  perfedt  peace 
which  comes  to  those  who  are  in  har- 
mony with  His  Will,  and  who  remain 
in  that  harmony  because  they  continue 
the  submission  of  their  wills  to  His. 
When  that  surrender  is  made,  indi- 
vidually and  colledtively,  by  all  who 
are  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ, 
each  is  one  with  God  and  therefore 
one  with  all  others  who  are  one  with 
Him.  So  it  may  be  said  that  prayer  is 
unity  and  unity  is  prayer,  for  “after 
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the  aft  of  surrender  has  been  made, 
the/i/i?  of  surrender  begins.”*  “Prayer 
is  the  perfect  union  between  these  two 
wills,”  God’s  and  man’s. f 

For  of  himself  man  is  without  unity, 
aimless,  tossed  hither  and  thither  by 
the  contending  forces  of  his  intellect, 
his  desires,  and  his  surroundings.  His 
will  is  multifarious,  ephemeral,  soar- 
ing to-day  to  splendid  heights,  to-mor- 
row dropping  into  slavery  to  deadly 
error  or  to  other  sin.  Even  in  his  lof- 
tiest flights  by  himself,  his  will  is  bound 
hand  and  foot  by  self,  and  self  is  fickle, 
the  sport  of  passion  and  caprice  and  cir- 
cumstance. And  man’s  intelled:,  though 
almost  his  crowning  glory,  is  often  as 
deadly  to  the  noblest  man  as  the  lusts 
of  the  flesh  are  to  the  baser,  for  it,  like 
those  lusts,  leads  to  self-will,  and  self- 
will  in  each  of  its  forms  destroys  man’s 

* Holmes:  Prayer  and  Attion,  page  83. 
f Ibid.,  page  3 ,•  and  see  Liddon : Some  Elements  of  Re- 
ligion, pages  182,  183. 


supreme  privilege  of  freedom  to  make 
his  will  one  with  the  infinite  and  eter- 
nal Will  of  God.* 

But  to  us  who  profess  and  call  our- 
selves Christians,  self-will  is  doubly  a 
deadly  sin.  It  keeps  us  from  finding 
for  ourselves  that  perfect  unity  which 
can  come  only  from  entire  surrender 
of  self  to  God,  and  the  lack  of  unity 
in  us,  who  assume  to  manifest  God  to 
the  world,  keeps  the  world  from  the 
knowledge  of  His  Unity  and  Love. 
“ Man  is  religious  only  in  so  far  as,  in 
harmony  with  his  own  nature,  he  freely 
submits  his  intelled:  and  will  to  the  sov- 
ereign authority  of  God,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  submission,  brings  his 
life  into  accord  with  God’s  law.”  f 
And  shall  we  not  see  also  that  the 
only  approach  to  true  prayer  is  soul- 
searching  penitence  for  our  self-will? 
We  have  a long  catalogue  of  ex- 

* Hall : Meditations  on  the  Lord's  Prayer , page  49. 
f Otten : What  Need  is  there  of  Religion  ? 
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cuses  for  our  lack  of  unity  in  the  one 
Lord,  but  they  are  too  often  only  that 
we  see  and  magnify  to  distortion  the 
motes  in  our  brother’s  eye,  while  we 
ignore  the  beam  of  self-will  in  our 
own.  We  who  think  we  have  true  zeal 
for  unity  must  probe  our  hearts  and 
minds  and  wills  to  the  very  depths  till 
we  see  what  is  the  unity  we  desire,  and 
having  seen  it,  rejedl  it  altogether  for 
that  which  God  desires.  For  what  is 
the  ideal  of  unity  to  most  of  us  except 
that  all  others  shall  acknowledge  that 
we  are  right  and  they  are  wrong?  How 
many  of  us  are  willing  to  admit  that 
those  divided  from  us  possess  anything 
of  value  which  we  lack?  Does  not  our 
charity  consist  for  the  most  part  in  la- 
menting the  incapacity  of  our  brethren 
to  comprehend,  as  clearly  as  we  think 
that  we  do,  the  whole  truth  about  the 
infinite  Being  of  God  and  His  pur- 
poses and  methods  ? Does  not  our  lack 
of  unity  continue  to  rend  the  Body  of 
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Christ,  because  we  prefer  our  wills  to 
God’s,  in  the  pride  of  our  intellects, 
in  the  blind  adherence  to  inherited 
prejudices,  in  clinging  to  superficial 
and  formal  ecclesiastical  surroundings, 
in  unwillingness  to  search  for  and  ac- 
cept God’s  revelation  of  Himself,  in 
our  lack  of  the  sense  of  proportion,  in 
our  failure  to  recognize  the  right  of 
our  brethren  to  their  own  opinions  and 
tastes,  ay,  even  their  own  prejudices, 
as  to  matters  not  of  the  essence  of  the 
Faith?  Are  we  not  hindering  unity, 
in  our  tyrannical  desire  to  impose  our 
wills  on  others,  in  our  unwillingness 
to  listen  or  to  confer  with  each  other, 
in  our  haste  to  pronounce  our  ultima- 
tum, in  our  complete  failure  to  see 
that  God  is  Love,  and  that  we  who 
claim  to  be  His  authorized  ambassa- 
dors and  exponents  ought  to  be  living 
witnesses  to  all  men  of  His  Love? 
Is  not  our  god  our  own  self-will,  an 
image  to  which  we  would  sacrifice,  if 
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we  could,  all  the  world  which  dares 
not  to  agree  with  us? 

In  our  self-complacence  we  boast 
that  we  no  longer  consign  to  fire  and 
sword  those  whom  we  dare  to  call  her- 
etics, perhaps  only  because  they  have 
a little  clearer  vision  of  some  one  as- 
pect of  infinite  truth  than  we,  or  be- 
cause they  lay  upon  one  aspedl  of  truth 
an  emphasis  which  may  tend  to  ob- 
scure others.  Is  our  forbearance  due 
to  growth  in  tolerance,  or  to  a loss  of 
faith  and  zeal  ? Have  we  that  deep  and 
zealous  faith  which,  while  it  moved  our 
forefathers  to  deeds  abhorrent  to  God’s 
love  and  mercy,  yet  made  them  eager 
to  endure,  if  the  powers  of  earth  were 
against  them,  the  tortures  they  had  in- 
flidled  upon  others?  Would  we  ever 
give  our  blood  to  be  the  seed  of  the 
Church?  How  far  is  it  anything  more 
than  self-will  and  self-conceit  which 
leads  us  to  boast  that  we  will  never 
compromise  or  evade  the  tenets  to 
[ i5  ] 


which  we  cling  at  the  cost  of  rending 
the  Body  of  Christ? 

Nor  can  we  even  comfort  ourselves 
with  the  plea  that  the  divisions  which 
hinder  the  progress  of  the  Kingdom 
are  due  to  the  fadt  that  others  refuse  to 
recognize  the  full  truth  which  we  hold, 
for,  even  though  we  do  hold  it,  our 
manner  of  holding  and  presenting  it 
may  so  offend  our  brethren  that  they 
do  not  see  the  truth.  We  laugh  when 
we  read  that  the  early  Episcopalians  in 
N ew  England  based  their  appeal  to  the 
Church  of  England  for  aid  on  the  fa<5t 
that  they  were  “consistently  offensive 
to  them  that  are  without.”  W as  that  spi- 
rit peculiar  to  them,  and  has  it  utterly 
departed  from  the  Christian  world? 

But  does  not  our  supreme  sin  con- 
sist in  thinking  that  we  can  of  ourselves 
bring  reunion  to  pass?  Are  we  not  so 
self-confident  and  superficial  that  we 
think  it  is  a matter  of  a little  concession 
here  or  there,  a little  clearer  statement 
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of  our  views,  a little  persuasion  or  ar- 
gument? Do  we  not  think  that  we  can 
deal  with  the  problem  as  if  it  were  a 
matter  of  commercial  agreement,  or  at 
most  an  international  treaty  ? 

But  unity  is  to  be  sought  not  in  phi- 
losophical debates,  not  in  highly  intel- 
lectual reasonings  and  proofs,  not  in 
negotiations  nor  compromise,  but  in 
the  absolute  submission  of  our  wills  to 
God’s.  If  we  would  be  one  in  Christ, 
we  must  yield  our  minds  to  His  T ruth, 
our  wills  to  His  Way,  our  whole  being 
to  His  Life.  To  be  one  in  the  Father 
through  Christ,  even  as  Christ  is  in  the 
Father  and  the  Father  in  Him,  goes 
down  to  the  deepest  depths  of  human 
being.  It  means  a complete  transforma- 
tion of  self,  an  uplifting  of  self  above 
self  to  the  infinite  and  eternal  Will. 
And  the  only  road  to  that  uplifting  is 
prayer, prayer  that  shall  be  so  soul-com- 
pelling that  we  shall  be  purified  from  all 
trace  of  self-will  and  left  free  to  think 
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and  ad  and  be  only  in  accordance  with 
God’s  Will. 

For  prayer  is  not  the  means  by  which 
we  tease  God  into  doing  or  giving  some- 
thing, as  the  child  teases  its  mother  or 
its  nurse.  It  is  no  magical  charm,  ef- 
fective without  exertion  on  our  part.* 
It  is  the  supreme  exertion  of  all  our 
strength,  the  straining  to  the  utmost 
of  every  faculty  of  heart  and  mind  and 
soul,  the  pouring  out  of  our  whole 
being  to  the  Father,  the  absolute  sur- 
render of  every  wish,  of  every  hope, 
except  that  His  Will  be  done.  Our 
Lord’s  prayers  exhausted  His  human 
body.  Are  ours  at  best  much  more 
than  a brief  withdrawal  from  the  cares 
and  pleasures  of  the  world  ? Are  they 
much  more  than  the  refreshment  of 
a gentle  sleep? 

Of  ourselves  we  never  can  bring 
about  reunion.  We  cannot  even  con- 
quer our  own  wills,  much  less  those 

* Hall : The  Christian  Dottrine  of  Prayer , page  29. 
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of  our  brothers.  It  is  only  God’s  grace 
that  can  enable  us  to  lift  our  wills  to 
His,  and  that  grace  is  given  only  in 
answer  to  soul-compelling,  soul-ex- 
hausting prayer. 

For  prayer  is  true  spiritual  work, 
the  means  by  which  spiritual  energy  is 
set  free,  by  which  we  actually  bring 
down  power  from  on  high,  the  means, 
and  the  only  means,  by  which  we  can 
labor  with  God  for  the  fulfilment  of 
His  purpose.  Prayer  is  not  a substi- 
tute for  work,  but  to  inspire  it.  We 
are  to  be  fellow-workers  with  God. 
Therefore  we  must  gain  His  point  of 
view,  and  cultivate  all  our  powers  that 
we  may  use  our  best  endeavors.  Prayer 
in  Christ’s  Name  is  not  to  use  His 
Name  as  a charm  with  God,  but  that 
we  may  rise  up  to  our  dignity  as  mem- 
bers of  Christ.  To  ask  in  Christ’s 
Name  is  to  ask  with  Christ’s  authority 
for  what  He  would  ask.*  For  prayer  is 

* Hall : The  Christian  Do  Brine  of  Prayer , page  75, 
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not  to  bend  God’s  Will  to  ours,  but  to 
lift  our  will  to  His.*  It  does  not  expert 
God  to  change  His  purpose  or  to  fur- 
ther ours,  but  waits  on  God  that  we 
may  cooperate  in  the  accomplishment 
of  His  purposes.!  And  our  wills  can 
remain  in  union  with  God’s  only  so  far 
as  we  determine  that  they  shall,  and 
therefore  we  must  pray  continually.  J 
Shall  we  dare,  then,  to  speak,  or 
confer,  or  think  about  the  unity  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  which  is  His  Body, 
the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in 
all,  till  we  have  given  ourselves  utterly 
to  true  prayer,  prayer  which  shall  trans- 
form us  into  humble  fellow- laborers 
with  God  Who  is  Love  ? Shall  we  not 
strive  for  that  prayer  which  shall  go  to 
the  deepest  roots  of  our  being  and  so 
transfigure  us  that  men,  seeing  some- 

* Hall:  Meditations  on  the  Lord's  Prayer , page  54. 
f Hall:  The  Christian  Do  Brine  of  Prayer , page  28, 

X Chiefly  from  a leaflet  no<w  out  of  print , by  Rt . Rev. 
A.  C.  A.  Hall,  D.D. 
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thing  reflected  in  us  of  the  glory  of 
the  Unity  in  the  Blessed  Trinity,  may 
glorify  our  Father  in  Heaven  and 
surrender  themselves  to  Him  through 
Christ?  Shall  not  the  key-note  of  all 
our  devotions,  public  or  private,  be  the 
burning  desire  that  His  Will  be  done? 
And  shall  we  not  pray  unceasingly  for 
this  unity?  Not  once  in  a while  on  a 
Sunday,  when  our  pastor  happens  to 
think  of  it,  but  every  day,  ay,  and  all 
day?  Shall  we  not  pour  forth  our  souls 
every  morning  and  evening  at  our  set 
times  of  prayer,  and  can  we  not  find 
many  moments  during  even  our  busi- 
est days  when  we  can  say,  “Thy  will 
be  done  ”?  Cannot  all  Christians  every- 
where, every  day,  at  the  hour  of  noon, 
when  the  Saviour  of  the  World  was 
lifted  up  upon  the  Cross,  pray  that  we 
all  may  be  so  one  in  Him  that  we  may 
lift  Him  up  that  He  may  draw  all  men 
unto  Himself? 

And  may  the  Lord  dired  our  hearts 
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into  the  love  of  God  and  into  the  pa- 
tience of  Christ. 

Appended  is  a copy  of  a letter  pub- 
lished in  England  some  years  ago  sug- 
gesting widespread  prayer  for  unity  on 
Whitsunday,  1907.  Can  we  not  make 
the  same  observance  of  Whitsunday, 
1913? 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Times: 

Sir:  We,  who  subscribe  this  letter,  repre- 
sent widely  different  Christian  communities. 
We  agree  in  deprecating  at  present  any  large 
schemes  of  corporate  reunion,  which  seem 
to  us  premature,  or  any  attempts  to  treat 
our  existing  religious  divergences  as  unim- 
portant; but  we  agree  also,  in  believing  pro- 
foundly that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  meant 
us  to  be  one  in  visible  fellowship;  we  feel 
profoundly  the  paralyzing  effect  upon  the 
moral  forces  of  Christianity  which  our  divi- 
sions inevitably  produce;  and  we  recognize 
with  the  fullest  conviction  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  Christians,  who  desire  in  this  respeCt 
the  fulfilment  of  the  Divine  purpose,  to  give 
themselves  to  penitence  and  prayer  — to 
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penitence,  because  we  have  all,  in  various 
ways,  as  bodies  and  as  individuals,  contrib- 
uted to  produce  and  perpetuate  differences; 
and  to  prayer  because  what  we  all  alike 
need  is  that  God  should  open  our  minds  and 
hearts  to  receive  without  prejudice  the  grad- 
ual revelation  of  His  will  as  to  the  ways  by 
which  we  are  to  be  drawn  together. 

Being  so  far  agreed,  we  are  venturing, 
not,  we  believe,  without  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  approach,  as  far  as  we  can, 
all  the  Christian  ministers  of  religion  in 
England  to  ask  them  to  prepare  their  con- 
gregations for  a united  effort  of  prayer  on 
Whitsunday  next,  at  the  principal  Morning 
Service,  for  the  reunion  of  Christians — spe- 
cial care  being  taken  that  such  prayer  should 
be  entirely  uncontroversial  and  should  in- 
volve no  assumptions  except  those  which 
all  Christians  can  make  their  own  — viz.: 

That  our  Lord  meant  us  to  be  one  in  vis- 
ible fellowship; 

That  our  existing  divisions  hinder  oreven 
paralyze  His  work; 

That  we  all  deserve  chastisement,  and 
need  penitence,  for  the  various  ways  in 
which  we  have  contributed  to  produce  or 
promote  division; 
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That  we  all  need  open  and  candid  minds 
to  receive  light  and  yet  more  light,  so  that, in 
ways  we  perhaps  as  yet  can  hardly  imagine, 
we  may  be  led  back  towards  unity. 

We  believe  that  by  these  solemn  exer- 
cises of  penitential  devotion,  dispositions 
may  be  created  and  nourished  which  will 
do  much  to  end  the  needless  embitterment 
so  frequently  pervading  our  differences  of 
judgment  and  creed;  and  that  a freer  way 
may  be  prepared  for  the  Divine  purpose  to 
realize  itself. 

Randall  Cantuar. 

[. Archbishop  of  Canterbury .] 

T.  J.  Dickinson,  President  of  the  United 
Methodist  Free  Churches . 

WlLLELM.  EBOR. 

[. Archbishop  of  TorkJ\ 

J.  H.  Jowett,  Chairman  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Union  of  England  and  Wales . 

C.  H.  Kelley,  President  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Conference . 

J.  B.  Meharry,  Moderator  Elefl  of  the  Eng- 
lish Presbyterian  Church . 

F.  B.  Meyer,  President  of  the  Baptist  Union . 

A.  J.  Milne,  Moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Church  of  Scotland . 

Robert  Rainy,  Moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Free  Church  of 
Scotland . 
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F.  J.  Robinson,  President  of  the  Methodist 
New  Connexion  Church . 

George  St.  Andrews,  Primus  of  the  Scot- 
tish Church . 

C.  Birmingham  ^ 


J.  H.  Jowett  / 


Secretaries. 
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PRAYERS  SUGGESTED 

OGOD,  forasmuch  as  without 
thee  we  are  not  able  to  please 
thee;  Mercifully  grant  that  thy  Holy 
Spirit  may  in  all  things  direct  and  rule 
our  hearts;  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

OGOD,  who  didst  teach  the 
hearts  of  thy  faithful  people,  by 
sending  to  them  the  light  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit;  Grant  us  by  the  same  Spirit 
to  have  a right  judgment  in  all  things, 
and  evermore  to  rejoice  in  his  holy 
comfort;  through  the  merits  of  Christ 
Jesus  our  Saviour,  who  liveth  and 
reigneth  with  thee,  in  the  unity  of  the 
same  Spirit,  one  God,  world  without 
end.  Amen. 

OLORD  Jesus  Christ,  who  saidst 
unto  thine  Apostles,  Peace,  I 
leave  with  you.  My  peace,  I give  unto 
you ; Regard  not  our  sins,  but  the  faith 
of  thy  Church,  and  grant  her  that 
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peace  and  unity  which  is  agreeable  to 
thy  will ; who  livest  and  reignest  God 
forever  and  ever.  Amen. 

OGOD  of  Peace,  who  through 
thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  didst  set 
forth  One  Faith  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind;  Send  thy  grace  and  heav- 
enly blessing  upon  all  Christian  people 
who  are  striving  to  draw  nearer  to 
thee,  and  to  each  other  in  the  Unity  of 
the  Spirit  and  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
Give  us  penitence  for  our  divisions, 
wisdom  to  know  thy  truth,  courage 
to  do  thy  will,  love  which  shall  break 
down  the  barriers  of  pride  and  preju- 
dice, and  an  unswerving  loyalty  to  thy 
holy  Name.  Suffer  us  not  to  shrink 
from  any  endeavor  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  thy  will,  for  the  peace  and 
unity  of  thy  Church.  Give  us  bold- 
ness to  seek  only  thy  glory  and  the 
advancement  of  thy  Kingdom.  Unite 
us  all  in  thee,  as  thou,  O Father,  with 


thy  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  art  One 
God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

MOST  gracious  God,  to  know 
and  love  whose  will  is  right- 
eousness, enlighten  our  souls  with  the 
brightness  of  thy  presence,  that  we 
may  both  know  thy  will,  and  be  en- 
abled to  perform  it.  Amen. 

OLORD  Jesus  Christ,  look  with 
pity,  we  beseech  thee,  upon  thy 
Church  weakened  and  hindered  by 
differences  and  divisions;  bless  the 
effort  to  bring  together  in  conference 
all  who  confess  the  faith  of  thy  holy 
Name,  who  livest  and  reignest  with 
the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  God, 
forever  and  ever.  Amen. 

O ALMIGHTY  and  everlasting 
God,  grant  that  our  will  be  ever 
meekly  subjedt  to  thy  will,  and  our 
heart  ever  honestly  ready  to  serve  thy 
Majesty;  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  thy  Son,  who  liveth  and  reign- 
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eth  with  thee,  in  the  unity  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  world  without 
end.  Amen. 

OGOD,  who  dost  make  all  na- 
tions, how  diverse  soever  they 
be,  to  become  one  family  in  giving  of 
praise  to  thy  Name,  grant  unto  all 
them  that  are  born  again  in  the  foun- 
tain of  Baptism  to  live  ever  in  one- 
ness of  faith,  and  godliness  of  works; 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  thy 
Son,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with 
thee,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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Charles  Gore,  D.D.  i2mo,  77  pp.  Wells, 
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